The senatus consulta regarding the Jews were essentially ad hoc measures that related to geographical units of much smaller dimension.2 That this was so consulta were significant in terms of both administration and law: these decrees quickly assumed the role of legal precedents to which provincial governors and indeed emperors could refer in order to justify their decisions when confronted with disputes over Jewish rights.9 For the ancient historian, finally, an analysis of Josephus's account is particularly interesting in that it helps to place into a long term perspective the question of the expulsions of Jews from Rome during the first century C.E. Josephus's description serves to illustrate that Roman policy toward the Jewish community of Rome during the first century C.E. was not a new phe nomenon, but rather that this policy followed patterns that had already been established in the later Republic. The most salient feature of this policy (at least for the purpose of this article) was that Rome did not have a standard policy toward the Jews: Roman magistrates responded to situations.
THE CIVIC STATUS OF THE JEWS OF ROME
In order to understand the legal aspects of the expulsions of Jews from Rome during the first century C.E. we need to know something about the civic status of those Jews.
Philo says that the Jews of Rome were mostly slaves who had become Roman citizens after manumission. ' Whatever upset the Jews of Rome, however, there can be no doubt that Rome intervened because there were disturbances, and not because it wanted to meddle in the internal affairs of the Jewish community of Rome. We would like to know the nature of the disturbances referred to by Suetonius, and how an expulsion of Jews would affect the reestablishment of law and order. Were the Jews really responsible for these disturbances, as Suetonius claims? Or were they just a convenient group whose expulsion could serve as an example to reestablish peace and quiet among the city populace at large? Why the Jews? Even though the passage from Suetonius can be interpreted to mean that only a small group and not the entire community was expelled, one also wonders how many Jews were expelled, or what legal machinery was used to achieve this purpose.53 We have no answer to these important questions. 
